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On a clear day you can see a future
Mavis Tauzeni – Amanda Mushate
There are many ways to remain alive. Some choose survival, some choose hope, some choose purpose. Either is an option, neither 
given. Painting is not possible without purpose. Purpose is not just intention, it is the physical act of making and conscious act of 
completing. OACDYCSAF is purpose manifest in every stitch on Tauzeni’s canvases to every brushstroke on Mushate’s. These artists are 
painting what their purpose means in a place determined to 

At a time when so many of us are questioning the way forward and if there is a future, this exhibition is asking us to believe not just in 
a future but also in ourselves. Because the act of making art is already an act of making the impossible real. Every art work is nothing 
that has ever existed in the world before and it emerged as a sheer act of will, imagination and trust, with no guaranteed reward for 
the artist other than doing the work and seeing the work complete.

Making art is an act of doing something, which means much more than survival and a means to an end, it is the act of living and being 
alive with meaning. 

OACDYCSAF reminds us that this sense of being alive, having the choice to be free, to create the impossible, which has never existed 
before, is something we all truly have, own and can find in ourselves.

Valerie Kabov
Curator
2019



Zvashamisa!?, 2019
Acrylic, oil and stitching on canvas

262cm x 217cm 

Mavis Tauzeni
Born 1982 in Harare, Zimbabwe.
Lives and works in Harare, Zimbabwe

Mavis Tauzeni is a subtle talent. Her work in print and mixed media moves 
one to mediation and reflection of one’s inner self in the same way as 
Tauzeni herself reflects on her inner world. Speaking unapologetically 
from a woman’s perspective, she constantly reflects on the mutable 
relationship between a woman, her potential and her actual in daily 
life and through the life cycle. “I feel that women in particular relate the 
physical with the spiritual and emotional in a uniquely powerful way, 
being the givers of life and the nurtures of others. The physical strength is 
integral to the spiritual importance.” With quiet confidence and gentle 
poetry, Tauzeni asserts the right of the new generation of women in 
Zimbabwe to claim a place in their society on their own terms.

Education

National Certificate in Fine Art -National Gallery of Zimbabwe Visual 
Arts Studios -2009

Recent Exhibitions

2018 To My Unborn Child solo exhibition, First Floor Gallery Harare, 
Harare, Zimbabwe
2017 Another Antipodes, PS Art Space, Fremantle, Australia
2017 Hello Harare: Collaging the City, First Floor Gallery Harare
2016 I am because you are: group exhibition, First Floor Gallery Harare
2016 Harare: Mwandiambira + Tauzeni + Teede, Hazard, Johannesburg, 
South Africa



Dai Ndine Mapapiro(i wish i had wings), 2019
Acrylic, oil and stitching on canvas

220cm x 280cm



Amai Ndakanaka Amai, Part 1 & 2, 2019
Acrylic, oil and stitching on canvas

220cm x 172cm each



The Good, Bad, Ugly and Beautiful, 2019
Acrylic, oil and stitching on canvas

146cm x 175cm



My Sister’s Keeper, 2019
Acrylic, oil and stitching on canvas

220cm x 280cm



Harare Queen, 2019
Oil on canvas 
130cm x 95cm



Calling on my private number, 2019
Oil on canvas 

170cm x 185cm



Whatsapp Gold, 2019
Oil on canvas

180cm x 120cm



Ngabangani bami but me not slay, 2019
Oil on canvas 

170cm x 185cm



On a shiny day the queens not celebrating, 2019
Oil on canvas

185cm x 170cm



Econet or Ecocash, 2019
Oil on canvas

180cm x 250cm




